






 Filtration Request
at Fairchild Air Force Base

Stormwater leaving the northeast corner of Fairchild Air Force Base 
contains some of the highest PFAS levels measured anywhere on the 
West Plains—over 2,000 parts per trillion. No Name Ditch has been 
known as a point source since 2017 and studied in 2025, but polluted 
water still leave the base and affects thousands of private wells.

PFAS from No Name Ditch is also moving in unexpected direc-
tions. Irrigation water and leaking pipes are adding extra water to 
the ground, changing how groundwater flows and pushing con-
tamination into new areas.  This contaminated groundwater is now 
reaching the City of Medical Lake’s Craig Road Well, contributing 
to elevated PFAS levels in the public water supply.

Under federal Superfund law (CERCLA), action is required when a 
source is actively releasing toxic chemicals. This includes taking 
“Interim Actions” to reduce immediate risks.

While Fairchild Air Force Base plans to continue system-wide sam-
pling and filtration, No Name Ditch remains a key source that can 
be treated directly. Addressing this location would help prevent 
further spread of contamination and protect nearby communities. 
Removal of contaminated soils is key. As well as filtration, a sock 
style or granular activated carbon filter along the stream bed.  
Installation will likely cost between 2 to 10 million dollars. 
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Reinterpreted from : 2025 FAFB Remedial Investigation Report

Source: 2025 EWU Report

Questions? Please email
Chad Pritchard  
cpritchard@ewu.edu 
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