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Preparing for the 
2026 Legislative 
Session

Emily Shay 
State Lobbyist

Presentation 
Overview
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2026 Session 
Preview

Draft 2026  
Legislative Agenda

Next Steps
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2026 Session 
Preview

• 60-Day Session
• Second year of the biennium
• Political makeup similar to 2025
• All 2025 bills carry over
• Mid-biennial budget adjustments
• Forthcoming elections

2026 Session 
Preview

• Emerging Themes
• Response to federal actions
• Ongoing budget challenges
• Continued tax policy discussions
• Multiple “trailer bill” discussions

3

4

Attachment to 9/16/25 CC Minutes



3

Guidance for 
Funding Requests
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Operating 
Budget

Transportation 
Budget

Capital 
Budget

Guidance for 
Legislative Agenda 
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Focused
Process, 

Political, and 
Budget Realities

City-Centric
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2026 Draft 
Legislative 
Agenda

• Funding Requests
• Successful in 2025

• Acquisition of Waterfront Park = $1.2 
million

• Relief for Disasters and Power
Outages

• Builds upon 2025 request 

• Policy Bills
• Community Policing Program – Eastern State

Hospital 
• Builds upon 2025 request 

Additional Policy 
Items

• Long-term Recovery Groups
• UGA Expansion
• Juvenile Detention Standards
• Presence of State Facilities
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Association of 
Washington Cities

• Tentative Top Priorities
• Maintenance and Preservation

Improvements for
transportation-related needs

• Enhance Indigent Defense
Standards

• Improving Housing Supply
• Preserve state shared

revenues

Discussion & 
Feedback

Emily Shay 
State Lobbyist

eshay@gth-gov.com
(253) 753-5503

9

10

Attachment to 9/16/25 CC Minutes



1

How a great city moves.How a great city moves.

Medical Lake– STA 
Update on Transit Improvements
September 16, 2025

9/16/2024
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Ridership Recovery

9/16/2025 3

• System ridership has surpassed 2019 levels
• Among US transit agencies serving over 5 million annually, STA is one of seven in 2024 to exceed 2019

ridership

STA Fixed Route 
Bus Network

Route 62 
Medical LakeYear

9,971,79837,0472019

5,817,77625,8842020

5,238,64421,2182021

6,581,87624,6392022

8,947,15750,8092023

10,166,87647,0622024

STA Investments in Medical Lake

• Route 62 Simplification

• Route 62 Bus Stop Improvements

Route 62 Medical Lake| Route Change
• Simplified route pattern and schedule

• Stops at or near all prior served
stops

• Remains 60 min frequency
• Schedule accommodates all shifts at

Eastern State Hospital
• New adjustments take effect with the

September Service Change
• Sunday September 21, 2025
• www.spokanetransit.com/change

9/16/2025
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Background
• Part of STA’s Rural Highway Stop Improvements capital project in STA Moving

Forward

• Existing stops along Hwy 902 do not meet STA and WSDOT standards, for safety
and accessibility

General Scope of Work
• Construct eight (8) new ADA accessible bus stops

• Replace existing shelter at Medical Lake High School and surrounding bollards at
new bus stop location

• Install new ADA ramps for access to existing crosswalks, where applicable

5

Route 62 Medical Lake | Stop Improvements

9/16/2025

Westbound
• 6’ x 9’ new concrete pad

next to existing
• Railing at back of new pad,

extending onto existing slab

Hwy 902 @ Graham

6

Eastbound
• 8’ x 8’ new concrete pad

and transition panels

Existing Conditions Illustrative Improvement

9/16/2025

Existing Conditions Illustrative Improvement
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Westbound
• 9’ x 10’ new concrete pad

with railing

Hwy 902 @ Stanley

7

Eastbound 
• 8’ x 24’ new concrete pad with

transition panels, sidewalk
• ADA ramps at crossings

Existing Conditions

Existing Conditions

9/16/2025

Illustrative Improvement

Illustrative Improvement

Westbound
• 9’ x 10’ concrete pad

with railing

Hwy 902 @ Lefevre (Harvest Foods)

8

Eastbound
• 8’ x 9’ concrete pad with transition

panels and railing
• Sidewalk improvements
• ADA ramp aligns with crossing on 902

Existing Conditions

Existing Conditions

9/16/2025

Illustrative Improvement

Illustrative Improvement
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• 8’ x 8’ new concrete pad with transition panels
• Sidewalk improvements to corner of James St.
• ADA ramp at crossing

Lefevre @ James

9

Existing Conditions

9/16/2025

Illustrative Improvement

• Demolition of existing pad, bollards,
and removal of shelter

• 14’ x 8’ new concrete pad shifted
slightly north to align with pullout
lane striping

• New Tolar bus shelter

• New bollards surrounding shelter and
pad

Lefevre @ Medical Lake High School

10

Existing Conditions

9/16/2025

Illustrative Improvement
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September Service Change
• Service change information is

available:
• STA Website
• Staff assistance at 328-RIDE

Bus Stop Improvements
• Finalize easement & lease documents
• Bid advertisement for contract
• Construction

• Fall 2025-Spring 2026

Next Steps

11

spokanetransit.com/change

9/16/2025

Questions

129/16/2025
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SELF –
ASSESSMENT 
REPORT 2025
PARKS AND RECREATION

OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES

2 10/2/2025

• Improving the program offerings
to the residents of Medical Lake.

• Offering high quality programs 
that our participants want to come 
back to. 

Recreation 
Programming 

• Offer community events that
compliment our nonprofit
partners ongoing events.

Community 
Events

• Maintain the natural beauty that
Medical Lake has to offer.

• Improve our existing parks and trails.
• Create more recreational opportunities 

for our residents and visitors.

Parks and 
Trails
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RECENT FOCUS OF DEPARTMENT
 Capital Improvement Projects

Continuing to improve our Parks,
Recreation and Trail system.

 Expanded Programming
Have added many new programs for

Community Members.
Expanding and improving adult/ active

aging adults programming.

 Promoting Programs
Working to get the word about activities,

programs and events the City is offering for
Medical Lake and the outlying area.

 Safety in Parks
Phoenix Security
Cameras coming soon!

3 10/2/2025

• Increased Numbers

• Improved program results

• Better Promotion of Programs

• Partnerships/ sponsorships for
programs and events.

4

202520242022Program

18114790Fall Youth 
Sports

13512173Winter Youth 
Sports

170135116Spring Youth 
Sports

24/ day so 
far….

12/ month x 10 
month0After School 

Program

12.5/week12 / week x 9 
weeks0Summer 

Camp

17 Programs3 Programs0Adult 
Programs

To Date: 
$84,918$79,766$21,119Revenues 

Brought In

PROGRAMS BY THE NUMBERS
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Program Design

Program 
Planning

PromotionImplementation

Evaluation

PROGRAM DESIGN PROCESS

• Mostly Individual Benefit (Tier 5)
• Adult Sports, Adult Day Trips, Resale Items

• Considerable Individual Benefit (Tier 4)
• Summer Camps, Individual Classes, Facility Rentals

• Balanced Individual / Community Benefit (Tier 3)
• Youth Sports, Teen Programs, Before School Program

• Considerable Community Benefit (Tier 2)
• Community Garden, Safety Classes, After School Program

• Mostly Community Benefit (Tier 1)
• Community Events, Parks, and Maintenance

6

Tier 5

Tier 4

Tier 3

Tier 2 

Tier 1 

PARKS AND RECREATION COST RECOVERY PHILOSOPHY
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HOW ARE WE DOING?!

Medical Lake Comparable:

7

833 4.5

3.5 20%

$115.33/
$70.38

32%

97%

73

• Parks Master Plan

• MLSD Facilities Agreement

• Waterfront Park Acquisition

• DOC Work Crew 

• Parks and Recreation Advisory Board

• Annual Budget

• Program Related Contracts

• Staff Meetings and  Trainings

8

OPERATIONAL PLANS AND CONTROLS
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STAFF REPORT SNAPSHOT
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