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Quick Guide to Opportunities in Medical Lake 
 

Introduction 
The following is a quick guide to opportunities for the future of the City of Medical Lake. The 
2026 Comprehensive Plan will provide a roadmap for the community’s future growth and 
development. The following provides a beginning point to discuss that future and the 
framework to make it happen. 

Population 
Based on the current zoning code, Medical Lake could accommodate another 300 or so 
dwelling units within the current city limits over the next 20 years. This approximates to 
around 750 people based on the average household size. This number would increase if the 
City expanded the Urban Growth Area. It could also increase by changing the zoning code to 
allow for more housing options within the city.  

Land Use 
Medical Lake has ten (10) zones specifying the uses and densities allowed in the city. One of 
these is an industrial zone located on two properties on the north edge of the city. No party 
has shown interest in developing the site with industrial development in recent years. In 
addition, this site, on the far side of residential development, could create unwanted truck 
traffic and nuisances for the residents. On the other hand, there have been inquiries to 
change the zone to residential. 

There are two commercial zones in the city. Since there is very little difference between the 
two, it is worth exploring the idea of having a single commercial zone to simplify the code. 
The Zoning Code still lists many businesses that are uncommon in this day and age, while 
not including many modern businesses. Furthermore, it does not recognize that most home 
businesses today are done on a computer and have very few externalities. 
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Housing 
In 2024, Medical Lake had 1,828 housing units with seventy-one percent (71%) being single-
family residences, eighteen percent (18%) middle-housing, and eleven percent (11%) 
apartments. The City has a traditional zoning code, segregating single-family residences 
from duplexes and multi-family residences (3 units or greater). Medical Lake prides itself in 
being an affordable community with a variety of housing options. However, the Zoning Code 
does not always provide for the housing options the community is looking for. Therefore, the 
Zoning Code will be evaluated for opportunities to help retain existing housing while 
providing the possibility of adding units.  

The State legislature has mandated that every jurisdiction allow accessory dwellings units. 
Consequently, the City will be writing new code language to accommodate this requirement 
while doing the best to meet the concerns of the community. 

Parks and Recreation 
Many community members have asked for more amenities 
in the parks. Conversations have revolved around dog 
parks, pickleball courts, a golf course, and basketball 
courts among others. The City is considering these 
amenities and how and where they will fit into the park 
system. Now that the City is in the process of acquiring 
Waterfront Park, the City has the chance to better utilize 
the park and invest in improvements, including the idea of 
an RV park. 

Transportation 
Medical Lake benefits from the streets being laid in a grid pattern with relatively flat 
topography. However, the community has voiced the need for more sidewalks, lighting, and 
safer pedestrian crossings. For this reason, the City is exploring roundabouts on SR 902 at 

koa.com 
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Stanley Street and Lefevre Street along with pedestrian and 
bicycle improvements on SR 902 from Lefevre to Graham 
Road. 

The City will continue to work with STA to improve bus 
stops, removing chairs and providing safe locations to wait 
for the bus. 

The municipal code will be reviewed to consider the street 
design standards and if they will produce the street layout and amenities desired by the 
community. 

Capital Facilities 
RCW 36.70A.030(32) defines capital facilities as streets, roads, highways, sidewalks, street 
and road lighting systems, domestic water systems, storm and sanitary sewer systems, 
parks and recreational facilities, and schools. The City’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is 
updated annually as part of the regular budget process to ensure it addresses new and 
changing priorities within the City. The CIP forecasts and outlines capital expenses including 
costs to replace, upgrade, or rehabilitate existing facilities and is organized into three 
categories: transportation, parks and public facilities, and public works projects. 

Transportation projects include improvements to roadway corridors, intersections, transit 
stops, and pedestrian amenities such as the recently completed Lefevre St. Complete 
Streets and Lake St. ADA Ramp Upgrade work. Parks and public facilities projects seek to 
improve parks, recreation spaces, and public-use buildings and currently include updating 
HVAC systems, roofing, and doors and windows at the end of their life cycle in addition to 
equipment storage and public access docks. Public works projects maintain utility systems, 
services, and infrastructure to meet the functional needs of the community such as drinking 
water, sewer, and stormwater. 

Natural Environment 
Removed in 2023, protections for geologically hazardous areas will be added back into the 
Critical Areas Ordinance. In addition, based on recent studies regarding underground water, 
protection for the critical aquifer resource area will be added. These two topics are 
mandated by the State. 

Medical Lake’s Shoreline Master Program is a dense, difficult document to administer. For 
this reason, the City hopes to revisit the document in 2027, after the Comprehensive Plan 
Periodic Update is completed. 

Climate Resiliency 
The Washington State Legislature passed Engrossed Second Substitute House Bil 1181 on 
May 4, 2023, requiring a Climate Resilience sub-element that anticipates, prepares for, and 
adapts to changes in climate while minimizing negative impacts to our natural systems, 
infrastructure and communities. On August 18, 2023, the Gray Road Fire consumed 10,085 

Smartgrowthamerica.org 
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acres and 240 primary homes, highlighting a need for improved 
preparedness, response, and recovery efforts to mitigate risk and 
reduce vulnerability to natural hazards. The recently adopted 
Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies mitigation strategies to minimize 
risk, protect critical infrastructure, improve public awareness, and 
increase resilience.  

Opportunities include developing citywide evacuation plans, a 
continuity of operations plan, defensible space and fuels 
reduction practices, and emergency communications plans. A 
FEMA Hazard Mitigation Program Grant is funding five (5) 
emergency backup power generators for key facilities and critical 
infrastructure including well pump houses, City Hall, the Waste-
Water Treatment Plant, and maintenance building. 

Urban Growth Area 
The City is working with Spokane County, the 
entity that approves Urban Growth Areas, to 
remove the southern, state-owned expansion 
area, reduce the northern expansion area, and 
add an eastern expansion area that sits 
between the city and the residences on 
Freeman Drive, adjacent to Silver Lake.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recreational Tourism 
Medical Lake is a place of relaxation and enjoyment for all with its eclectic eateries, parks 
and playgrounds, boating and fishing, small business shopping, and history of healing. The 
city is ideally located as a haven for outdoor recreation with multiple lakes, ample trails, and 
small-town spirit. Even with our small population, there is plenty to do on State Route 902! 
Locals, visitors, and DSHS employees can attend an event, grab a bite, go shopping, or 
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spend a day at the lake. The City is working on events and marketing/advertising, while 
consulting local businesses on what can be done to assist in their success.  

With the acquisition of Waterfront Park, the City is exploring the development of an RV 
Resort and cabins that will provide overnight accommodation options. 

Placemaking 
The Project for Public Places says, “Placemaking inspires people to collectively reimagine 
and reinvent public spaces as the heart of every community.” Strengthening the connection 
between people and the places they share, placemaking looks at combining uses and 
activities in ways that are accessible and well connected, sociable environments where 
people want to gather because they are comfortable while projecting a good image.  

 

 

The City is outlining a Central Business District Master Plan that will explore ways to enhance 
downtown by building and supporting our local economy, fostering social interaction, 
nurturing a sense of community, creating improved accessibility, and promoting uses and 
activities that address community needs. 


