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Medical Lake Pulse of the Community Survey 

Introduction 
The Pulse of the Community Survey was a Comprehensive Plan Update Activity 
created by City staff under the guidance of the Periodic Update Steering Committee.  

Purpose: The purpose of the survey was to gather community members’ attitudes 
about Medical Lake to help create a vision for the Comprehensive Plan.  

Tool: Using Microsoft Forms, weblinks and QR codes were created to access the 
Survey 

Duration: The survey was open from May 21, 2025 to June 23, 2025. 

Distribution: The survey was distributed via the following avenues: 

 City website homepage 

 City website Comprehensive Plan Update page 

 City Facebook page 

 May issue of Conversations about Community 

 June issue of the Community newsletter in the utility bills 

 Email to all Steering Committee, Planning Commission, and City Council 
Members 

 Flyers disseminated at Founders Day (June 21, 2025) 

Responses: The survey received 77 responses. 

Summary*: The majority of the respondents agree with the vision and mission 
statements of the Medical Lake Healing Waters Strategic Plan and are optimistic 
about the future of the city. They want to keep the small-town feel and the natural 
beauty of the landscape. There is a desire for more businesses, especially 
downtown. Respondents would like to see more pride in ownership and are 
concerned about uncontrolled growth. 

 

*This summary captures only the most common sentiments. The following pages contain the wide 
and valuable variety of survey responses.  
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Question 1: Do you agree with this statement?  
Medical Lake has a family friendly, small-town feel where people are engaged in 
community affairs and experience meaningful connections to our history of healing 
and military heritage within the beautiful backdrop of our lakes, forests, and 
farmland. 

This statement is the vision statement from the Medical Lake Healing Waters 
Strategic Plan. 

This question received 76 responses. The vast majority (88%) of the respondents 
either agree or strongly agree with this statement. 

Figure 1. Question 1 Responses 

 

Question 2: Do you agree with this statement? 
The City is building community and enhancing quality of life so residents and 
businesses can flourish in quality neighborhoods with great schools and useful parks 
where responsive and accountable governance provides for appropriate 
infrastructure and fiscal responsibility. 

This statement is the mission statement for the Medical Lake Healing Waters 
Strategic Plan. 

This question received 71 responses. With slightly more respondents disagreeing, 
the majority of respondents (84%) still agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. 
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Figure 2. Question 2 Responses 

 

Question 3: Add any comments about the statements in 
Questions 1 and 2. 

This question received 32 responses. The complete list of responses is below. They 
are grouped by how the respondent answered Questions 1 and 2 (e.g. comments 
from respondents who answered strongly agree on both questions are under the 
heading “Strongly Agree/Strongly Agree,” while comments from respondents who 
answered strongly agree on the first question and agree on the second question are 
under the heading “Strongly Agree/Agree.”)  

Strongly Agree/Strongly Agree 

 I personally know of all the purposeful energy and time given by our leaders to make 
both of these statements true. I observe the enjoyment and peace on the faces of 
community members who participate in concerts, festivals, and activities offered. 

 Medical Lake is also very walkable. 
 Our community is so giving and caring. Any kind of need or emergency the 

community is right there to help. 
 This city is doing well to serve its citizens and improve conditions. 
 I have been a resident of Medical Lake my entire life. I have never seen as much work 

being done towards enhancing our community and improving upon what we have. I 
believe the work being done will attribute in a positive way for our community. 

 

Strongly Agree/Agree 

 It feels like our businesses are struggling and stagnant. I would like to see us find a 
way to bring in more business not dependent entirely on the local economy that 
would bring money into the community. 

 We love this community and are proud of the changes over the last few years.  
 We wish that more businesses would come to the vacant buildings. 



6  July 2, 2025 
 

 Well said! I would strongly agree with most of the statement but concerned that 
small businesses seem to struggle to survive.  I think the Re-imagine Medical Lake 
campaign helps to address that concern and think it is a vital part of continuing 
progress in our community.   

 Would love to see more business in the "business district" it is like Roam and the 
Mexican restaurant, it has been sad to see businesses close and others sitting with so 
much potential. 

 It is good to see the clean-up of run down, junk filled yards.  I hope the momentum 
doesn’t wane. It would be great to have some businesses return to the downtown. 

 It's sad to see businesses leave due to possibly financial reasons due to lack of towns 
people support. But then again, the businesses need to really price goods that better 
fit our demographics, not the prices of big cities. For example, the Lefevre Street 
Bakery was absolutely ridiculously priced.  

 I would love if the city could fundraise to purchase the ugly old gas station property 
next to the closed bakery so we could dig up the pumps (I know it’s expensive).  Also 
not excited about the 150+ new home’s potentially being built on the south side of the 
city. 

 

Agree/Strongly Agree 

 The city is doing more than it has ever done in the past to work towards a more 
vibrant and flourishing downtown district to help make it more appealing for people 
to come and spend the day which will in turn help support our local businesses.  

 

Agree/Agree 

 Not all residents chose to participate. 
 Some theft in neighborhoods and Waterfront Park. 
 I love all the community events. 
 #2 Trying to.  
 I see the many solid steps that the city has taken over the last several years to 

improve the community.  I know all of these efforts have not been met with universal 
approval by residents, but very few things are going to achieve that distinction.  City 
beautification seems to be a focus, and visible progress is happening in that area.  I 
hope, in addition to external beautification, the city will also work on building 
community and creating opportunities for residents across age and interest groups, 
especially for the youth of our area.   

 

Agree/Disagree 

 I have recently seen advancements that positively impact my response to these 
statements.  

 Need to do incentives for small businesses and restaurants to come here.  Use the 
lakes as a draw. It’s a hidden gem and underutilized. 

 There are too many businesses closing.  The town of Medical Lake seems very 
dilapidated and "low rent". 
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 I do not see business growth. The "main" part of the town is unwelcoming. Too many 
empty buildings. 

 I don’t see much for military heritage to be honest but would love to see more of it. 
And I do feel like small businesses struggle so much here. One family runs a lot of 
them so there must be something that CAN happen here for sure. But since living 
here a handful of years so many businesses have come and gone and it’s sad. But 
then there is buildings vacant and promises of businesses “coming soon” for over a 
year and nothing. So something isn’t right. The schools are a mix. Elementary 
AMAZING, middle school needs help, and high school I am not sure.  

 

Disagree/Agree 

 I agree that we have a small-town feel.  I do not agree that the community is tied to 
its history or its natural resources.   

 There’s a small portion of the town that is engaged and active in community goings 
on but there are many more who live here and shop, dine, recreate, etc. elsewhere. 

 

Disagree/Disagree 

 Have you seen the building on the corner of Lake and Lefevre. Would like to hope 
something can be done soon for that. 

 There's downtown improvement going on but beyond that haven't seen and 
evidence of outreach by city government. 

 

Disagree/Strongly Disagree 

 The parks here are a joke. Broken equipment, few to no bathrooms, little eating or 
sitting space, and graffiti on just about every surface. I can't personally speak to the 
schools, but I do know that the older kids desperately need something to do other 
than make trouble. There's almost nothing to bring people together in the cold 
seasons and the events during the warmer months aren't family-friendly if you have 
younger kids. (We can't go to Linger by the Lake because of the band choices.) 
Businesses have such a hard time staying that every other storefront is derelict. To a 
stranger, we look like a sleepy little town desperately trying to keep it together. I've 
lived here almost three years and know absolutely nothing about the town’s “history 
of healing and military heritage within the beautiful backdrop of our lakes, forests, 
and farmland"" because it's all overshadowed by the hospital (depressing and 
imposing in spirit as well as sight). How do we celebrate our history outside of 
Founder's Day? How does a history of healing equip the community to walk in 
healing now?" 

 Family friendly sure but past that I don't feel there is much engagement. Then for two 
I really do not agree. I think the city council uses their positions to get improvements 
of what they want to see but not really the community input. I feel there is a lot of 
wasted money being spent when other major problems still exist in our city. Failing 
roads using millions to temporarily fix, sidewalks getting replaced for no reason other 
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than to beautify the downtown area that is a sizeable 4 blocks when lighting in the 
rest of the city is terrible and finally parks that have more grass than any amenity. 

 The majority of residents are older who don’t want to see the community change but 
they want the recognition for seeming important. 

 The City does not "walk" the talk and this is only for show (basically to check off a 
box). 

 

Question 4: What does Medical Lake have that you want to 
keep? 

This question received 68 responses. The complete list of responses is below. Some 
responses were separated to be placed in different categories. 

Community/Activities/Events 

 A supportive and connected community. 

 All of the local events like Linger at the Lake. 

 Community activities/festivals/farmers markets  

 Events and activities for all ages  

 Farmers Market.  Keep it up.  Make it bigger.  Welcome more local farms/businesses 
(even if they serve overlapping markets with existing vendors or those running the 
market).  

 Parks and Rec.  So much growth over the last few years.  Keep it up.  Make it bigger.  
So wonderful to see young and old neighbors having something to do in the 
community and with neighbors. 

 Festivals and farmers markets.  

 I have truly enjoyed those I meet when volunteering for Re-imagine. That community 
feeling. 

 I would like to see Medical Lake keep its community culture. By that I mean in the 
events that are hosted which highlight our community and the collaborative 
involvement of partnering with those in our community to develop ideas that would 
further improve our city. 

 I would really like to see the residents (myself included) be able to enjoy 4th of July 
fireworks again.  I understand not wanting them the year after the fires but I think it's 
ridiculous they we still can't have them. I have lived in Medical Lake for almost 20 
years now and have always felt that the residents here have always been respectful 
and responsible when it comes to fireworks.  Keeping them in designated areas and 
cleaning up after themselves. I have always enjoyed letting them off while hosting 
BBQs and on the years I did not host, I loved walking around and watching the 
fireworks from my neighbors. I don't feel that taking them away was a community 
decision but a 1 or 2 person decision. I recall one year the fire Marshall saying it was 
safe but whomever still saying no.  BRING BACK THE FIREWORKS!! 
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 Medical lake feels like a community. No matter how big it gets, I want it to still be like 
family. 

 More responsible and respectful citizens. 

 RIML, Linger at the Lake, Founders Day, other celebrations. 

 Well in the past medical lake allowed citizens to enjoy 4th of July with fireworks, now 
all of a sudden medical lake has taken that advantage away from citizens. Shame on 
you.  

 

Nature/Parks 

 Parks was answered 4 times in addition to the comments below 

 Waterfront Park was answered 5 times in addition to the comments below. 

 Beautiful lakes/scenery/nature 

 Beauty. Terrific walking trail at Medical Lake!! It's even plowed in the winter! 

 Lots of wildlife. 

 Charm, outdoor spaces, water activities.  

 Trails 

 Clean water/lake, quiet clean parks/walking paths 

 Lake 

 Lots of woodlands, wetlands 

 Natural area along lake, the trail is amazing, keep it as natural as possible:) Not over 
developed. 

 Natural beauty, managed growth 

 Nature surroundings  

 No motor boats 

 Protecting our natural resources is important to me. Trees, native plants, open spaces 
without development.   

 Recreation at lakes and parks. 

 Parks that are safe for children 

 Summer concerts,  Re-imagine Medical Lake.  

 Lake trail & dog waste bags 

 Wetlands 

 Wildlife 

 Wildlife and land for wildlife to roam. Quaintness... no more housing developments 
 

Small-Town Feel 

 Small-Town Feel was answered 9 times in addition to the comments below. 

 I love the small-town feel. I love the beauty. I love that it is a close community. 

 I want to keep the small-town feeling. 

 Quaint downtown, limited sprawl. High level of walkability. We love the library! 



10  July 2, 2025 
 

 Slow pace of life, and small community feel.  

 Small businesses, community events,  

 Small community, easy access to stores and restaurants.  

 Small town charm.  We’re losing it already with the bakery closing (it was too 
expensive for the last couple years).  That was a gem in 2018 pre-COVID.  Sad it went 
under. 

 Small-town feel with close distance to a major city. This will only happen when you 
allow more businesses into town to ensure that the expansion of Spokane doesn't 
end up including Medical Lake. 

 Small-town feel... the sheriff!!!! 

 Small-town feel/community.  Safe and quiet place to live. 

 Small-town spirit, mom and pop businesses, beautiful lakes, and amazing trails. 

 Small town that's seemingly safe  

 Small-town vibe!! Hands down that is what attracted my family to move here! But we 
need to stay small and find ways to have “visitors” come to visit our town for the lakes, 
and hopefully businesses, to enjoy an afternoon or lake day and then go home. Not 
move here and over run our small town!!  

 Small town, safe, outdoor focused, friendly community feel.  

 Small town, the parks, the downtown area 

 The parks and small-town feel. Large lot housing!!! I don’t feel like it’s just smashed 
with housing.  

 We love our town. We have stayed here because it has a clean, warm, inviting, non-
congested small-town feel. We want to keep our parks, our mom-pop businesses, 
our safe places to walk, shop, and bike to and around lakes, our town branch library, 
pharmacy, festivals, concerts, farmer's markets, local non-profits, hometown schools. 
Our churches join others in reaching out to the community in conditions of need and 
vulnerability. The desire to return it to being destination recreation. 

 

Miscellaneous  

 The yearly clean up. The yard waste bins. 

 Walk-friendly--- however the road of Jefferson St--- that was repaved is extra bumpy 
and my daughter doesn't scooter/ride her bike on that anymore. Is it finished? or will 
it be repaved to a smoother finish? 

 Safe streets 

 I am enjoying the sidewalk updates. 

 Historical information 

 Street improvements that are helping with pedestrian safety.  Thank you. 

 Downtown core vibrancy  

 Downtown. Need to get rid of the old gas station  
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 My house, neighborhood, and neighbors. I like it here and want to stay here, but most 
of what we do (i.e. eating out, playing at parks, even going to church) is at least a 20-
minute drive away. 

 Family run businesses 

 Small restaurants/businesses 

 Restaurants and small businesses.  

 Lower property taxes.   

 

Question 5: What do you feel is missing in Medical Lake? 

This question received 69 responses. The complete list of responses is below. Some 
responses were separated to be placed in different categories. 

Businesses 

 More businesses, retail, and/or restaurants was answered 12 times in addition to the 
comments below. 

 A healthy restaurant, like a soup and sandwich, salads or even a Chipotle like place. A 
laundromat 

 A laundromat. A trade school 

 A sufficient variety of businesses and a community center. 

 Activity in downtown corridor 

 Affordable breakfast  

 Brewery, rental shop (bikes, kayaks, paddle boards), ice cream parlor, donut shop, 
barber shop, alterations shop, laundromat, and museum. 

 Business. Our favorite coffee place to take our kids closed. Family oriented 
businesses are very important to us. But also a bar. 

 Cheap good breakfast  

 Commerce, more options for restaurants, shopping  

 Downtown businesses that are thriving & buildings that are fixed up and occupied. 

 Eating establishments. 

 Family-friendly places to eat... 

 GOOD RESTAURANTS 

 Growth - why not allow some chain stores or be more like Cheney? Even Davenport 
WA has a dollar store. 

 I want to create a thriving, healthy business district but NOT change the feeling. 

 It would also be nice to have a sit-down American restaurant  

 Laundromat  

 Laundromat & Dry-cleaning business. 

 Local businesses and activities  
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 Local Businesses and some additional nice things to do. 

 Local shops 

 Maybe ....... a dollar store?  

 Medical lake needs to grow, it needs to bring businesses back on main street  

 Acknowledge more sports that the school offers rather than the basic basketball.  

 Miss the bakery  

 More businesses to draw in money to the town that isn’t just tax dollars. I think 
building the dock is a start but it’s a little too late since the wine bar went up and the 
rental place is gone. It would be nice to have a place by the lake to rent paddle 
boards, lake equipment etc. to bring in “tourist” or just people that want to swim. The 
military can go to clear lake, but we could have a nice beach area like that with a 
snack shack and rentals and keep up with the quality of water for non-military people 
to enjoy. Employees local to work and bring in money for the community  

 More businesses, so we don't need to go to Spokane, Airway Heights or Cheney for 
things we cannot get here. 

 Murals. 

 More cute shops downtown like Roam and Farm Salvation.  Reasons to come out and 
hob nob with neighbors  

 More food trucks and businesses that support the major state facility staff 

 Need more small businesses, eating places. A hotel or cabins to rent. 

 Small welcoming businesses and pretty parks (waterfront is OK),  

 Thriving businesses. We have so much potential for a thriving small town. Ice cream 
shop, small cafe or a few of them, a small arcade or something for teens to hang out. 
Something to drive tourists into town. It’s not about lack of real estate, it’s the lack of 
higher ups requiring more of the derelict and empty buildings.  

 Thriving local business 

 Vibrant businesses. 

 We are missing key services like doctors’ offices. We are just a little small and a little 
to close to larger communities to be able to support some key services like this 
which draws people out of Medical Lake to spend money in other areas. 

 Would like to see more small businesses thriving in our community.   
 

Parks/Recreation/Activities/Events 

 4th of July fireworks.  

 A dog park at the north end of the boat launch parking lot.  

 Activities center for seniors and for young children.  

 As we continue to invest in our local park spaces, ML could consider welcoming 
monthly festivals or gatherings that celebrate the different layers and groups within 
our community.  Cultural and Ethnic celebrations, Festivals that invite in local native 
artists and leaders to honor their place in our areas past and future, Other 
celebrations of life and joy that reach beyond our traditional holiday cycle.   



13  July 2, 2025 
 

 Community Center/Public Pool 

 Medical Lake should have more community events like block parties with bands, 
beer gardens and food trucks 

 I think Medical Lake would benefit towards more outdoor expansion of our parks as 
well as establishing a Recreation Center to expand upon well-being and things to do 
in our City. 

 Keep improving programs for kids/families, such as the parks and rec offerings.  

 Maybe something more for preteens and teenagers to do to keep them out of 
trouble. I think the new programs for all ages are great! 

 Small splash pad in Pioneer Park for the little children. 

 More community events, preteen and teen sports/activities, directory of local 
businesses without storefronts, more food options. 

 More safe recreational equipment at Waterfront park, i.e., zipline, climbing wall, 
pickleball court, food trucks., outdoor wading pool. 

 Pickleball courts 

 Recreation building (exercise, swim, gymnasium) 

 Residents being able to celebrate the 4th of July with fireworks.  
 

Miscellaneous 

 A sense of pride in self and community, businesses for the whole family, and 
FIREWORKS. 

 A vision of what the town could be.   

 Adequate animal control and prompt police response  

 An electric scooter/ bike lane from town to Lakeland village and Eastern State 
Hospital so I don't get yelled at for going 20mph in a 35 and don't get a ticket for 
riding on the walking path. 

 Choices 

 cohesion among citizens 

 Decent city streets. Our streets are failing and have never been repaved with the 
exception of the highway a few years back. Seal coating makes the roads rough, hard 
to plow, uncomfortable for animals to walk on, and generally is a waste of taxes for a 
program we all know doesn't last for the 10 years they say it does. We need real 
grants to fund real improvement project and quit wasting money on Band-Aids. 

 I don't feel it is the same community feeling since it changed at Re*Imagine. 
Volunteering 

 More affordable senior-only apartments. 

 A sign at the boat launch "" Load and Unload ONLY"" so it can be enforced. 

 Our own police force/station 

 The 20s and 30s are missing consideration and respect of others that live in this town 
too.  
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 Trees from the Gray Fire, but that's not something that can change overnight. 

 Wetlands that have been disappearing over the years 

 

Question 6: What do you wish would change about Medical 
Lake? 

This question received 63 responses. The complete list of responses is below. Some 
responses were separated to be placed in different categories. 

Property Maintenance 

 All the abandoned houses sell them and same for the businesses---- sell them or 
have a business in it. That gas station is gonna sit forever.... I mean I'm glad the boats 
are gone---- but it looks so trashy. 

 Appearance of downtown buildings. Absent owners are making it look bad. 

 Better property pride in ownership. 

 Get rid of the old gas station 

 Get rid of the old vacant buildings, plant some flowers and trees in the parks,  

 Gross old gas station converted into a cute drive-in kind of diner. 

 Hold downtown property owners accountable for maintaining their buildings and 
keeping active business fronts (if possible).  

 Houses were kept nicer,  

 I wish that the owners of dilapidated buildings downtown would renovate or sell 
them.  

 More growth within current city limits and give the current commercial buildings a 
facelift/beautification. 

 Overall, it is a great town. I would love to see some of the vacant properties like the 
old gas station replaced with viable businesses, but otherwise, I love it here. 

 Run down properties and junked up yards.  

 The abandon gas station in downtown 

 The really messy houses especially down the main road. It’s embarrassing to show 
friends and family our town  

 The run down businesses/buildings to be taken care of.  It looks awful When pulling 
into town, needs to appear welcoming.  One of the first things you see is the dump 
l/house By the dentist office and three way stop.   City ordinance needs to fine 
owners.  It’s embarrassing!  The land next to Lake’s grocery store is always full of 
trash.  Why? 

 Vacant buildings cleaned up or gone 
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Economic Development 

 A few more restaurants.  I know it's difficult, as many have struggled. 

 Businesses in town would be busy enough that more locally owned businesses 
would populate the area 

 Continue to permit growth.  

 I would like to see something that would make the city stand out. Things like Linger 
at the Lake are moving in the correct direction. 

 Increased local businesses 

 It would be wonderful to get a Dollar Store, steak restaurant 

 More businesses to enhance downtown appeal 

 More open to growth.  

 Needs to build the town up and bring in tourism on Medical Lake itself.  

 Really biggest thing I would like to see is fewer small businesses and more 
engagement from corporate companies. There is no employment opportunities in 
this town because there is no industry here. Unless you want to work with the state or 
know the right people you really have no option other than work in Airway or 
Spokane. This reduced revenue for the city by consistently denying applications from 
larger businesses that want to come to town. Keeping a small-town feel is great but 
don't compromise the town by handcuffing the expansion to your preferred list. 

 Something creative should be done with the big dairy farm buildings owned by the 
state hospital 

 The vibrancy of downtown. More restaurants, maybe a bookstore/ice cream shop, a 
unique market like the Rocket Market/Gas Station on the south hill that has specialty 
products like fancy cheeses and good beer." 

 We need a small hotel or bed and breakfast, and a golf course would be nice. 

 We should institute an entrance fee for Waterfront Park for non-residents. Maybe 
have a "park host" on-site during park hours. They could collect fees and be a city 
presence. 

 work toward supporting local businesses. not encouraging the Spokane enigma 
 

People/Community 

 City to follow their own regulations 

 Communication!!!  

 Elected officials understand the majority of residents want to keep the small town we 
live in and not become more, more, more businesses or people 

 I hope that these attempts for feedback and involvement lead to more people being 
involved with the local government.  There seems to be no lack of keyboard warriors 
around, but few people seem to attend or be involved with local politics/decision 
making outside of that.  Preaching to the choir on that in many cases, but the point 
stands.  



16  July 2, 2025 
 

 I wish and pray for walls to come down between the 'old guard' and present 
government. Each group loves this town. 

 An improved way of bringing information to our community. I believe with the change 
in times, we would benefit from doing a short recap video update on what was 
discussed in council meetings/upcoming events/planning meetings. The way 
people consume content has changed and I feel like we could get more 
engagement and pique more interest from people if we make an easily consumable 
update. 

 I'd like people to listen to each other (esp. people at City Hall) and come together like 
we did after the Grey Fire.  

 It has too many locals from years and years who seem dug in and unwilling to 
change….and related to one another.  

 More openness, people can be closed off if they don’t think you are from here  

 More community involvement...stronger sense of community.  
 

Public Safety 

 24 hours law enforcement. 

 A local sheriff / police presence.  

 More police force.  

 Petty crime and no police to stop it. And petty crime seems to be turning into not so 
petty 

 That there would be more Police presence.  

 Would like to see improved police presence in and outside town.  With school 
ending, I’m concerned the sheriffs will patrol elsewhere. 

 

Parks/Nature 

 A cleaner lake, less algae  

 Better lake quality 

 Dogs allowed on leash in the parks. 

 I would like to see expansion of our parks 

 Increased reforestation / landscaping post fires.  

 splash pad at the park.   

 Quality of the lake water.   

 The lake being cleaner 
 

Miscellaneous 

 Allowing citizens to celebrate 4th of July.  
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 An electric scooter/ bike lane from town to Lakeland village and Eastern State 
Hospital so I don't get yelled at for going 20mph in a 35 and don't get a ticket for 
riding on the walking path. 

 Decreased property taxes would be great.  As a senior citizen I know that eventually 
the continued increases in property taxes will force me out of the community.   

 Fireworks ban except professional city approved shows 

 Healthier neighborhood 

 It would also be nice to have a focus on crosswalk safety.  Maybe mid-road signs to 
remind people to stop at crosswalks at the main crossing in front of schools, etc.  Too 
often children are left to make risky decisions because drivers are not yielding 
appropriately at crosswalks and intersections. 

 Love it!  

 Nothing 

 Sell the train depot put the money to better use (parks) 

 That fireworks are brought back for all to enjoy!! 

 The huge taxes 

 The name :) I love Espanola 

 The school culture.  

 

Question 7: What do you want to prevent from happening in 
Medical Lake? 

This question received 68 responses. The complete list of responses is below. Some 
responses were separated to be placed in different categories. 

Crime/Homelessness/Drugs 

 Crime or more crime was answered 5 times in addition to the comments below. 

 Becoming an outlet for the homeless population 

 Being used as Spokane’s drug addict repository 

 Drug use 

 Crime. People come here because its a small / safe community. 

 It feeling like a part of Spokane, crime, vandalism, high poverty.  

 I don't want a homeless encampment here. 

 Don't want any cannabis shops  

 Drug houses, neighborhoods. 

 Drugs and homelessness 

 Homeless encampments 

 Homeless invasion  

 Homeless, drugs, crime, overpopulation  
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 Homelessness. Uptick in crime. 

 In short....Airway Heights. Drug problems, homelessness, too much growth. 

 Increased crime. Crime rates seem to be soaring.  

 Increased theft!  

 We don’t want the drugs and homeless here. It’s why we moved here and not 
Spokane or Airway. We feel safe letting our kids play out front. I would hate to get so 
big we lose that.  

 

Loss of Small-Town Feel/Overdevelopment 

 Large housing developments. 

 Become unaffordable for the average person to live within the city limits and 
congestion/noise. 

 Being overrun by Spokane and its progressive mindset 

 Big corporations coming in 

 Corporate takeover 

 Overdevelopment  

 Homes being built on more of the wetlands  

 Housing developments, urban sprawl. I don't want to see the bible camp sell off land 
in order to tear up the woods and put a retirement community in.  

 I don't want Medical Lake to lose its character. 

 I don't want the town to die for lack of connection and businesses... 

 I don't want to change the small-town vibes & feel of this community. 

 I hope that as ML seeks to retain a small-town feel that it does not do so at the cost 
of welcoming in new families, traditions, or values.  Stagnation is the death of small 
towns, and while we can and should foster the quiet community feel, doing so at the 
cost of being welcoming, inclusive of new people and ideas, and universal in our 
application of justice we risk becoming another dusty exit off the highway with no 
connection to our greater state and country. 

 I would like to prevent too much growth that will impact the beauty. I don't want to 
see more large housing developments and apartment complexes that will impact the 
natural feel of our community and encroach on our wetlands. 

 I would not like to see Medical Lake get so big that it loses that hometown feel  

 Absentee landlords allowing their properties to deteriorate. 

 It becoming too big or completely dying. Becoming unsafe.  

 It turning into a boring Spokane suburb crowded with overpriced homes that are built 
too close together and all look the same. 

 Franchise or chain stores. 

 I would like to see Medical Lake stay geared towards small business owners. I also 
would like to prevent our downtown area from looking rundown and abandoned. 

 Large housing developments (answered twice) 
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 Maybe growing to quickly... 

 More housing along the lakes themselves. Medical Lake needs to build towards 
Airway Heights.  

 Overpopulation 

 Overcrowding, high traffic on roads, big town stuff. 

 Turning into a tourist town. 

 Preventing the annexation of our city as we fail to grow substantially. There are clear 
examples of this all over the country including Washington state. Failure to grow 
incentivizes other nearby cities to take our town and tax revenue to continue to 
improve theirs.  

 The building of more tract housing  

 Too big of population 

 Too dense of growth or sprawl. Preventing blight downtown.  

 Too much traffic  

 Trailer parks and trailers in housing Developments. 

 We don’t need chain stores, we need to be a haven for small businesses.  

 Would like to keep Medical Lake from outgrowing its small-town feel. 
 

Damaging the Environment 

 Destroy the lake and aquifer 

 Development destroying the wetlands by encroaching upon their required buffers by 
allowing buffer averaging and reasonable use exceptions, etc. to the detriment of the 
wildlife, habitats and wetlands.   

 Loosing the wetlands and or woodlands. 

 Pollution of the lake 

 Another major fire. So, my hope would be that people have learned what is needed 
to keep people and land safe.  To also learn about anything needed to help people 
live secure all is being done. 

 The town burning down in forest fire,  
 

Miscellaneous 

 No more sidewalks a lot of people don't shovel off the snow and people are forced to 
walk further in the street. 

 Everyone but the community members making decisions about the 4th of July 
fireworks.  

 A stop from reaching present goals. 

 Don't want an abortion clinic here.  

 Fireworks  
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 Gay Pride events. Drag Queen story hour and burlesque shows. Prevent Adult 
bookstores and topless coffee stands. Need to get serious about training kids to be 
better citizens and life skills and learn a trade. Rathdrum has a great trade school. 

 I would like to prevent Medical Lake from becoming devoid of young families.  

 Lack of progress, moving forward 

 Less and less opportunity and becoming even more of a sleeper town 

 No motor boats 

 People driving around and riding motorcycles like hoodlums at speed as if they are 
on Division Street. Not considering residents’ peace and pediatricians. 

 Stagnant governance  

 When it's deemed safe by the fire department, we would like to still light off fireworks 
for 4th of July.  

 Catering to the wealthy. 

 

Question 8: How do you see the future of Medical Lake? 

This question received 76 responses. More than half of the respondents (67%) have 
an optimistic view of the future of Medical Lake. 

Figure 3. Question 8 Responses 

 

Question 9: Add any comments about Question 7. 

This question received 26 responses. The complete list of responses is below. They 
are grouped by how the respondent answered Questions 8. 

Optimistic 

 Economic growth from tourism but not necessarily from more folks moving here. 
Keeping the small-town appeal while having business opportunities to offer. 
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 I don't want to see Medical Lake be a place where self-centered people live. Not be 
an extension of Spokane, but a place that has slower pace of life, its own vibe and 
feel. A place where residents are strongly connected in its own community.  

 I love the hometown feel and its quiet and peaceful. Don't need any big box stores---
- just small businesses and a lively downtown---feels like a ghost town. 

 Keep McDonalds and other franchises out of town! 

 Maintain the small-town reality.  

 Properties on the corners of 902 and LeFevre are a poor introduction to Medical Lake.  
One in particular is a fire hazard  

 So many activities, offerings, festivals have been received so well by the community. 
There are even families that participate from out of town that wish they lived here. 
We are heading in a good direction. 

 The City has been very engaged in positive changes. 

 The proposed housing development on the west side of town is concerning.  Lots of 
critics on Facebook suggest the city council is ignoring or bypassing laws and/or 
concern for wetlands.   

 There is great potential for Medical Lake, and it has a little bit of everything to offer its 
residents and visitors alike.  

 This little town has a wonderful variety of food establishments and is very protective 
of its neighbors over all... I would like to see that behavior, featured and encouraged 
even more. Large housing developments will, because I have seen it, take away from 
the charm of a small community. I'd love to see more engagement with FAFB 
whenever possible. 

 Too much growth brings more crime and other problems. Look at Airway Heights. 
Medical Lake is a wonderful safe place to live, work, and raise a family. 

 We need to protect our biggest assets 
 

Neutral 

 If the community isn’t thriving, people won’t move here and have the kids go to 
school here.  If the town looks like trailer park trash. I would keep driving on by.   

 In the early 90’s, when we moved here, a member of the ML police dept.  said that “if 
any crimes are committed around here, we pretty much know who did it”. We’re 
nowhere near that now, from what I understand. 

 It's okay the way it is. 

 Just wanting answers and guidance for the people. For a better future  

 Need more housing affordable that is earmarked for low income not for developers. 
There is a model where a benevolent person buys the land and it's held in a trust. So 
a person could buy and build a little house and pay a minimal fee to keep the land in 
the trust so it never gets bought by a developer.  

 We have a great community but I think healthy growth will continue to be a 
challenge.  
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Worried 

 Businesses don’t last, there’s are decrepit storefronts that don’t invite business around 
them.  

 City has a stronger and more enforceable Critical Areas Ordinance. 

 I'm worried about losing what I love about this town. The wildlife is what makes it 
home. I want to see this land recover after the fire and not be completely bulldozed 
in order to build an ugly housing development or retirement community. The 
residents here need time to heal. 

 Just that we need to actually grow. Not just build more overpriced apartments or new 
housing developments. Real substantial improvements like allowing corporations to 
operate businesses in the city limits.  

 Keep it small and have a reason people visit but don’t stay and move here.  Cute 
destination place without being overtly touristy. 

 Please give us back our 4th of July 

 We've got to do something about supporting small businesses here in town. I don't 
know what keep killing them off, but it at least warrants some investigation. 


