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Medical Lake, February 2024 

Over the past year, the Medical Lake Planning Commission has been discussing the “brand” for the city 
based on historical, geological, and geographical features. 

Medical Lake is a small residen�al community. The Planning Commission wants it to remain so. At the 
same �me, Medical Lake has been described as a “diamond in the rough,” that is, a raw, uncut diamond, 
exis�ng well below its poten�al. A�er one hundred and thirty-four years, an effort should be made to 
realize that poten�al. 

Many Planning Commission ideas are far-reaching and, realis�cally, may not be realized un�l a�er 
present Commissioners have passed away. The overriding responsibility of the Commission, however, is 

to begin the process leading to the maximiza�on of Medical Lake poten�al. When 
Lord Stanley Hallet, the first Medical Lake mayor, built his three-story home at the 
corner of the Lake Street and Stanley Street, he expected others would follow 
suit. Although geological and geographical characteris�cs have not changed, and 
while Medical Lake has some interes�ng history, Medical Lake residen�al and 
commercial districts have seen nothing of enduring significance since Hallet built 
his home in 1890, one hundred and thirty-four years ago. 

The greater Medical Lake area uniquely has six lakes and dozens of ponds. Those 
features are the greater Medical Lake area’s  basis of atrac�on and cannot be 
compromised. 

The Planning Commission has several visions. An example is an eventual �e with Fairchild AFB. 
Fayeteville, NC, for example, �ed into Ft. Bragg (renamed Ft. Liberty in 2023) with the Airborne and 
Special Ops Museum. Fredericksburg, TX �ed into the WWII Pacific theater, from Pearl Harbor to Japan’s 
surrender aboard the USS Missouri, with the expansive Na�onal Museum of the Pacific War (Admiral 
Chester Nimitz was born in Fredericksburg).  Fairchild and the tanker fleet have a history given litle 
aten�on. The Planning Commission believes that history should be brought to light. 

Realizing our ideas will require considerable perseverance. In all actual cases, development at �mes will 
seem at an impasse. Over years in other municipali�es such as those men�oned above, indomitable 
ci�zen support and par�cipa�on, however, ul�mately won the day. The Medical Lake Planning 
Commission members consequently encourage ci�zen atendance at mee�ngs in City Hall, upstairs, 
every fourth Thursday at 5:30  p.m.  

Cu�ng and polishing the Medical Lake diamond will require careful planning and pa�ence. While 
obstacles will be prominent, the finished product will jus�fy the effort. Again, Commissioners may not be 
around to see some of their visions realized. To Hallet and those who went before, however, we owe the 
effort, and for posterity, we should make the effort.   
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