
 

 

AGENDA 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

July 27, 2023, 5:30 PM 

 

COMMISSION ATTENDANCE IN PERSON 

PUBLIC MAY ATTEND IN PERSON OR 

REMOTELY VIA ZOOM 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88394208146?pwd=YitYWDlHZDBnWmszL245Z1hxM0hzQT09 

 

 

Meeting ID: 883 9420 8146 

Passcode: 989081 

 

--- 

 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kc7hz0PHjO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS 

If you wish to provide written public comments for the Planning Commission meeting, please email your 

comments to erodriguez@medical-lake.org by 2:00 p.m. the day of the commission meeting and include all the 

following information with your comments: 

1. The Meeting Date 

2. Your First and Last Name 

3. If you are a Medical Lake resident 

4. The Agenda Item(s) which you are speaking about 

*Note – If providing written comments, the comments received will be acknowledged during the 

public meeting, but not read. All written comments received by 2:00 p.m. will be provided to the 

Planning Commission in advance of the meeting. 

Questions or Need Assistance? Please contact City Hall at 509-565-5000 
 

 
 

  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88394208146?pwd=YitYWDlHZDBnWmszL245Z1hxM0hzQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kc7hz0PHjO


 

 

 

 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL 

a) Excused Absences 

 

2) ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 

3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

a) June 22, 2023, Meeting minutes 

 

4) INTERESTED CITIZENS: AUDIENCE REQUESTS AND COMMENTS 

 

5) STAFF REPORTS 

a) Elisa Rodriguez, City Planner 

 

6) SCHEDULED ITEMS  

a) Critical Areas Ordinance-CARA (Critical Aquifer Recharge Area)  

b) City Branding Discussion 

c) Education Packet for New Commission Members 

d) Planning Commission Rules of Procedure 

 

7) PUBLIC HEARING 

 

8) COMMISSION MEMBERS’ COMMENTS OR CONCERNS 

 

9) INTERESTED CITIZENS: AUDIENCE REQUESTS AND COMMENTS 

 

10) CONCLUSION 



City of Medical Lake 
124 S. Lefevre Street – City Council Chambers 

Planning Commission Meeting 
June 22, 2023, Minutes 

NOTE: This is not a verbatim transcript. Minutes contain only a summary of the discussion. A recording 
of the meeting is on file and available from City Hall. 

1) CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL
a) Commissioner Hudson called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm, led the Pledge of Allegiance,

and conducted roll call.
i)

b) Commissioners Mark and Mayulianos submitted a request for an excused
absence from tonight’s meeting. All other commissioners were present.
Commissioner Munson was present via zoom, arriving at 5:38 pm.
i) Motion to approve commissioner Mark’s absence made by commissioner

Hudson, seconded by commissioner Jorgenson, carried 3-0.
ii) Motion to approve commissioner Mayulianos’ absence made by commissioner Hudson,

seconded by commissioner Jorgenson, carried 3-0.
c) Approval of agenda. Motion to approve agenda made by commissioner Hudson,

seconded by commissioner Jorgenson, motion carried 3-0.

2) INTERESTED CITIZENS: AUDIENCE REQUESTS AND COMMENTS
a) Robynn Sleep on behalf of Tammy Roberson – Provided documents for Planning

Commissioner review and asked questions related to LU 2023-005 CA and SEPA DNS. See
Attachment A.

3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a) May 25, 2023, Regular Meeting and Public Hearing minutes

i) Section 6. a.i, correct the word “applicant” to read “owner”. Motion to correct made by
commissioner Jorgenson, seconded by commissioner Hudson, carried 3-0.

ii) Motion to approve as corrected made by commissioner Hudson, seconded by
commissioner Jorgenson, carried 3-0.

4) STAFF REPORTS
a) Elisa Rodriguez, City Planner

i) Shared an update on LU Application LU 2023-005 and the SEPA process underway.
ii) Shared an update on City Council’s direction for the Shipping Container Application LU

2022-004 TA.

5) SCHEDULED ITEMS
a) City Planner Elisa Rodriguez presented a history of zoning map amendments and adoptions.

See Attachment B.
i) Considering that previous ordinances did not include maps and how multiple maps exist

with dates that do not correlate with legislative action, the City needs to define an official
zoning map that is accurate and properly adopted.

ii) The same presentation will be made to City Council in a future meeting.
b) Commissioner Hudson motioned to table the Critical Areas Ordinance-Critical Aquifer

Recharge Area (CARA), seconded by commissioner Jorgenson, carried 3-0.
c) Commissioner Munson opened a discussion on city branding by summarizing his discussion



with the Mayor of Leavenworth, WA. Leavenworth’s Bavarian theme began voluntarily, and 
business improved. A design review board was established, and a slow and gradual process 
made it into the attraction it is today. He also considered European cities that collect on 
tourism, naming a few from Britian. Commissioner Hudson suggested looking at French cities, 
since Medical Lake’s settlement is attributed to Andrew Lefevre. City Administrator Sonny 
Weathers highlighted how Stanley Hallett was a British Lord and encouraged the conversation 
to continue. 

d) Commissioner Hudson motioned to table the Education Packet for New Commission Members
until commissioner Mayulianos is present, seconded by commissioner Jorgenson, carried 3-0.

e) Commissioner Hudson motioned to table the Planning Commission Rules and Procedures
update, seconded by commissioner Jorgenson, carried 3-0.

6) PUBLIC WORKSHOP
None

7) COMMISSION MEMBERS’ COMMENTS OR CONCERNS
None

8) INTERESTED CITIZENS: AUDIENCE REQUESTS AND COMMENTS
None

9) CONCLUSION
a) Commissioner Hudson motioned to conclude the meeting, seconded by commissioner

Jorgenson. Motion carried 3-0 and the meeting concluded at 6:32 pm.

Date: 

Sonny Weathers, City Administrator 
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July 17, 2023 

 
 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
During our June meeting, via Zoom I summarized a half-hour, May discussion I had with Carl 
Florea, Mayor of Leavenworth. The purpose of my call was to get insight into the municipal 
branding effort undertaken by Leavenworth. 
Mayor Florea told me that in 1962 Leavenworth was dying. Logging was lagging and the 
railroad had taken much of its work elsewhere. Many small businesses had closed, and buildings 
were boarded up. Initially encouraged by a group of concerned women, the city fathers 
contracted a University of Washington study which concluded Leavenworth needed to have a 
unique identity to attract tourism. The study gave them three options: 1) Old West, 2) Gay 90’s, 
and 3) Alpine Village. They chose the latter, calling it “Bavarianizing.” 
Implementing the theme was a slow process. In the beginning, building design modification was 
voluntary and only three downtown building/business owners were on board. Pushback was 
unsurprisingly strong from both 1) those with little else to do and 2) most business owners – with 
the town in the tank, who had money to spend on some alpine village scheme? The increase in 
business for the three who tried it, however, encouraged others to gradually follow. 
Leavenworth now has a Design Review Board, and Mayor Florea emphasized that any 
construction done in the tourist commercial zone must be “old world Bavarian,” e.g., 16/12 pitch 
roofs, old fonts for signage, large, overhanging eaves, etc. 

 



“Leavenworth” is now grounded in its architecture. His statement, “It’s a lot cheaper to drive to 
Leavenworth than fly to Austria” summed up one reason Leavenworth is cooking. 
The other reason is incentive to go to Leavenworth. All year around Leavenworth has festivals, 
e.g., Ocktoberfest, Washington State Autumn Leaf Festival, Icicle Creek Chamber Music 
Festival, Christmas Town USA, January Ice Festival, Village of Lights: Love from Leavenworth 
[Valentine’s Day throughout February], and a bunch of others. Christmas Town has the biggest 
draw. Business is booming. 
Here are some of Mayor Florea’s suggestions for branding and implementation. 

• From what he said and implied, pick a European town that already draws tourists in 
Europe and emulate that town’s architectural and landscaping characteristics. 

• Establish clear design parameters and a design review board. Within reason, don’t 
compromise. If something is done at all, it should be done right. This means not being 
kitschy. What is built should not look like a parody of the real thing. 

• Plan for adequate parking. Leavenworth’s biggest headache is adequate parking for 
tourists who come year around. Downtown parking is metered in a town of 2,590 
(Medical Lake has 4,915). 

• Plan for and encourage adequate hospitality facilities (with conforming architecture). 
People who come here want attractive places to stay and upscale restaurants. 

• Capitalize on what we already have. Blue grass, 4th of July, fall and winter festivals come 
to mind. Fairchild proximity should be considered. 

• Above all, be patient. The transition will take years. Initially, few will be onboard, while 
naysayers will be vocal. “It can’t be done.” But anything can be done. 

From what I’ve read, immigrant English visionary Stanley Hallett (Lord Stanley Hallett before 
he left England) built his three-story home with an eye toward being the first of many fine homes 
in Medical Lake. Disappointingly, 120 years later the latter have yet to arrive. 

A magazine article described present Medical Lake as “sleepy” with “dusty taverns and pick-up 
trucks.” Medical Lake is a little more than that. 
Progress will happen. The idea is to direct it (planning) for the long-term betterment of the 
community. 
As we’ve discussed, the potential of our diamond-in-the-rough city is what we will make of it. 
Following from the discussion with Mayor Florea, I’ve watched YouTube videos and read 
articles about tourist villages in France, Spain, England, Scotland, Ireland, the Netherlands, and 
Romania. Theme villages of interest were: 
Spain: Albaicin, pop.6,600, in southern Spain, in the Granada district of Andalusia. 

Spanish architecture. Works there, probably wouldn’t work here. We’re too far 
north and too far removed from historical Spanish influence. 

Netherlands: Giethoorn, pop. 2,600, called the Venice of the Netherlands for its myriad 
canals and small bridges. Attractive architecture, a little different than elsewhere 
in the Netherlands. 



Volendam, pop. 23,000, known for its colorful wooden houses and old fishing 
boats in the harbor. Homes are small. Consistent characteristics include 16/12 
pitch roofs which appear ubiquitous across old Europe, and multi pane windows. 

   
 

Ireland: Adare, County Limerick, pop. 1,129, founded in the 13th century, has simple 
older homes but hosts a 5-star hotel because Adare has an excellent golf course 
that attracts from all over the world. 

    
 The Adare course will host the 2027 Ryder Cup. 



Dalkey, County Dublin, pop. 8,405, has a castle, beaches, restaurants, and old 
seaside homes. Nice. 

Scotland: Shieldaig, pop. 85, fishing town in the Northwest Highlands. Attractive, older, 
seaside homes. While Shieldaig Scotch uses the village as part of its promotion 
and advertising, there’s no Scotch distillery there. Aye, ‘tis a sad fact. 
Kelso, pop. 6.900. Founded in the early 12th century, Sir Walter Scott (1771-
1832), who had an eye for architecture (Abbotsford) himself, thought this the 
prettiest town in Scotland. That was then, but it’s still attractive. 
Pitlochry (Pit-lok’ ree), pop. 3,000 (5,000 during tourist season). I believe Sir 
Walter Scott would be quite impressed with Pitlochry today, perhaps more so than 
Kelso. Pitlochry is a beautiful Scottish town that has it all. Golf, distilleries, 
Highland Games. 

 
Lots of stuff here for Medical Lake to think about. Some area hotels are converted 
castles, and some of the hotels that look like castles never were. Nice stone and 
brick residences with the 16/12 roof pitch, vertical windows, etc. Here are some 
videos. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YcOmyn8lUg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zwkj3LaW0qY 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJpX-bexa30 
 I can see Medical Lake emulating Pitlochry.    

England: Stratford-on-Avon, pop. 136,500, besides “Shakespeare,” the town has some 
charming old English architecture. Dormers. Half timbered, brick, and stone 
homes. Classic 16/12 pitch, slate roofs, and vertical, multi pane Georgian 
windows. Georgian roofs. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_YcOmyn8lUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zwkj3LaW0qY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJpX-bexa30


 Canterbury, pop. 43.500, incorporating Gothic and Romanesque elements in its 
stone carvings and stained-glass windows, Canterbury is a little too rich for 
Medical Lake, but gives us some ideas. 

 Surrey, pop. 1.19 million, a suburb of London. Variety of old (good) and new 
(“ghastly”) architecture. London proximity. Dormers. 16/12 pitch, slate roofs. 
Vertical Georgian, multi pane windows. Older architecture was dominant (more 
so when Lord Hallett lived there). 

 Bibury, pop. 630. British poet William Morris called rural Bibury “the most 
beautiful village in England.” 14th century Arlington Row is a string of quaint 
stone cottages; initially housed sheep herders and their families.  

                        
Romantic Bibury attracts tourists from all over. Many weddings. In the Cotswold 
region. 16/12 pitch roofs, dormers, vertical multi pane windows. Stone and brick 
walls, and slate roofs. 
Bourton-on-the-Water, pop. 4,200, called the Venice of the Cotswolds because 
of its canals and bridges. Beautiful brick or stone homes with 16/12 pitch, slate 
roofs. Dormers. Vertical multi pane windows. Romantic. Heavy tourism. 
Castle Combe, pop. 344, quaint, stone architecture. Named after a Norman castle 
built in 12th century, subsequently destroyed. The attractive village has been used 
in many films, staring such as Rex Harrison, Anthony Newly, and Anthony 
Hopkins. 16/12 pitch, slate roofs. Dormers. Stone and brick walls. Vertical multi 
pane windows. 



  
 Like Bibury and Bourton-on-the-Water, Castle Combe is in the Cotswold region. 

France: Conques, pop. 1,600, 80 miles SSW of Toulouse, is a merger of four communes 
in 2016. Brick, stone, stucco, slate. Narrow walkways. Supposed to be one of the 
more attractive towns in France but is actually spartan.   
Collonges-la-Rouge, pop. 510 , 55 miles SSE of Limoges, has 14th century turrets 
and towers. 

 
The distinctive red sandstone (rich in iron oxide) construction sets it apart. A little 
more attractive than Conques. Stone walls, slate roofs, vertical, multi pane 
windows.  



 
The English villages in the Cotswold region are attractive, and of those Bibury looked the best in 
terms of appearance and practicality, although all three Cotswold villages were very appealing. 
Scotland’s Pitlochry impressed me the most. Pitlochry had much Medical Lake could emulate. 
While the two French villages were written up as being among the most attractive in France, I 
wasn’t impressed. 
This is a start. What we want to do is emulate whatever village or historical architectural style we 
ultimately choose.  
Dig into this. I welcome any additional recommendations you may have. We need to choose 
well. 
Thanks, 
Carl  
 
 

. 
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