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City of Medical Lake 
Regular Council Meeting 

S. 124 Lefevre Street, 6:30 PM 
March 3, 2009 

 
 
 
 
Mayor Higgins called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Council present: Shirley Maike Jeff King A. J. Burton  
 Art Kulibert Brenda Redell Howard Jorgenson 
 John Paikuli 
 
Council Absent: None. 
 
Staff present:  Doug Ross Cindy McMullen Pam McBroom 
 Bryan Musser Corey Stevens Jason Mayfield 
 Joe Kokinda Ellen Fender Ian Hays  
 Abe Bingham Jennifer Willoughby Nathan Shaw   
 
Others present:  Cheney Free Press Reporter Cara Lorella, Spokesman Review Reporter Lisa 

Leinberger, Spokane County Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich and 19 visitors. 
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: 
None. 
 
MINUTES: 
February 17, 2009 Regular Meeting 
Motion by Councilmember Redell; second by Maike to approve the minutes of the February 17, 
2009 Regular Council Meeting.  Council polled; all ayes. 
 
INTERESTED CITIZENS:  AUDIENCE REQUESTS AND COMMENTS: 
Kayla and Katie Pruitt, E. 202 Spence– addressed council with concerns about the declining 
population of turtles in the Medical Lake area. Their research has shown that many turtles are killed 
by vehicles running over them as well as dying from improper dumping into the lakes. They are 
asking permission to put up signs by Silver Lake Road that say “Turtle Crossing” and signs that 
prohibit dumping into the lake.  They are also willing to put trash containers at the Silver Lake 
beach access. Their mission is to save the turtle population. City Administrator Ross thanked the 
girls for coming to council and stated that he would contact the county to see if he could get 
approval for this request.  The areas of concern are in the county not Medical Lake city limits.   
 
MAYORS REPORT 
PROCLAMATIONS, PRESENTATIONS & RECOGNITION:  
None. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
Fire Chief Bryan Musser introduced Nathan Shaw the newest volunteer firefighter.  He was 
formally a firefighter in Idaho.  Council and Staff welcomed Nathan. 
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MEETINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION: 
STAFF REPORT: 
Spokane County Sheriff, Ozzie Knezovich; Information: Police Department Contract Services 
City Administrator Ross introduced Sheriff Knezovich.  He and Mayor Higgins invited Sheriff 
Knezovich to come to council and answer questions that council has about possibly contracting 
Police Services with the county.  Ross also explained that the city has been exploring options in 
regards to contracting services due to the fact that the city has been unable to successfully hire a 
new police chief for the past 14 months.  Knezovich updated council on the discussions that he and 
staff have had with regard to this option.  He envisions strengthening the Scope program and talked 
about having two detectives stationed in Medical Lake. Many things will come into play with this 
type of contract and it will be important to work out all issues/needs prior to entering into such an 
agreement.  Questions from council included: 

• How many officers would be working in ML 
• Would the two detectives Knezovich talked about be in addition to regular assigned officers 
• Would our current officers be absorbed by the County in this transition (Knezovich stated 

that per RCW current officers can be incorporated providing they can pass the county tests) 
• What the philosophy would be in reference to public visibility 
• Would officers be wearing city uniforms and driving the city’s vehicles 
• How to retain the city’s identity and public appearance to citizens 
• How long of a contract would the city need to enter into (Knezovich stated that a 3 yr. 

contract would be desirable to begin with) 
• Would any officers be required to live in the City of  Medical Lake 
• What would happen to our reserve program 

After discussions, council thanked Sheriff Knezovich for his time and information.  Mayor Higgins 
asked council to mull over the information and put together any other questions or information they 
may need.  Council will get all information as this issue evolves. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT: 
Councilmember Redell gave a report on the last committee meeting.  Basketball is over, soccer 
registration deadline is March 4th, MAC League activities were discussed. The Polar Plunge was a 
success. No action items.   
 
FINANCE: 
None. 
 
PLANNING REPORT: 
None. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: 
None.  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT: 
WASPC Traffic Safety Grant; Lidar Unit 
Councilmember Kulibert made a motion to approve the Police Department WASPC Traffic Safety 
Grant in the amount of $2,453.35 to purchase a Lidar Unit (Speed Laser Radar Machine). Motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Redell.  Council polled; all ayes. 
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MEMBER REPORTS: 
Councilmember Paikuli reported that he had been asked to be a judge at the Spirit Game at the ML 
High School on February 17th.  It was a great experience.  Councilmember Jorgenson stated that 
$2,000 was raised for the Make a Wish program. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Approval of Claims and Payroll 
Claim Warrants 16355 through 16400 in the amount of $54,740.64 and Payroll Warrants 8749 
through 8782 in the amount of $131,576.15 were approved by motion from Councilmember Maike, 
second by Jorgenson. Council all voted aye. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
None. 
 
DISCUSSION OF ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
None. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
None. 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Mayor Higgins adjourned the meeting at 7:24 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mayor Higgins     City Clerk / Finance Director 
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