City of Medical Lake

Regular Council Meeting

S. 124 Lefevre Street, 6:30 PM

June 16, 2009
Mayor Higgins called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Council present:
Shirley Maike
A. J. Burton
Brenda Redell

Art Kulibert
Jeff King
Howard Jorgenson
Council Absent:
John Paikuli
Motion by Councilmember Maike, seconded by Burton, to excuse Councilmember Paikuli from this meeting.  Council polled; all ayes.

Staff present: 
Doug Ross
Cindy McMullen
Pam McBroom


Abe Bingham
Jake Keith
Jason Mayfield

Jeff Estes
Jennifer Willoughby
Eugene Haas

Others present:
Free Press Publishing Reporter Paul Delaney, Spokesman Review Reporter Lisa Leinberger, and 13 visitors.
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:
None.
MINUTES:

May 19, 2009 Regular Meeting and May 26, 2009 Special Council Meeting
Motion by Councilmember Maike; second by Redell to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2009 Regular Council Meeting and the May 26, 2009 Special Council Meeting.  Council polled; all ayes.

INTERESTED CITIZENS:  AUDIENCE REQUESTS AND COMMENTS:
Sandra (Sandy) Staples, 415 N. Legg Street addressed council with concerns about contracting the police department out to another government agency.  She submitted a petition to the Finance Director that had been circulated in Medical Lake “Opposing contracting out Medical Lake Police Services”.  Her questions/comments are as follows:
· Who has the city received bids from
· Do we have a list of pros and cons pertaining to contracting out versus keeping our own department

· How can citizens help the city with this problem

· What exactly is the problem with retaining our own department

She gave examples of why she appreciates the department.  She also stated that she was reading about the city’s form of government on our web site.  She stated that although it’s an open form of government the communication process needs improved.  The current process seems cumbersome.   Mayor Higgins did respond to Ms. Staples and stated that at this time the city is in discussion with Spokane County pertaining to contracting the services out.  This is not a new topic – it has been discussed in council for almost two years.  The city has not received any bids yet, although that is the direction the city is moving.  Information will come back to council when the city receives it.

Robert Kibling, 620 Golden Court, addressed council with his concerns pertaining to the city trail.  A friend asked him to relay a message to council about the number of dogs running loose on the trail as well as animal feces everywhere.  He stated that he had gone to the police station to talk to an officer about this problem.  No officer was available but he spoke with the administrative assistant and he was not satisfied with the answer he had received, hence his coming to council.  Administrator Ross asked if there was any issue with the physical condition of the trail or just the loose dogs and their mess.  Kibling said that the problems just stems from the animals.  Mayor Higgins also stated that Code Enforcement officer, Don Mayfield has returned to work for the city and as part of his job – he will be handling some of these types of complaints.  He also let Kibling know that our Pinelodge workers help clear the trail and work for us on a limited schedule each week.  Administrator Ross will address the issue with the appropriate people.  Mr. Kibling also noted that he agrees with Ms. Staples about trying to keep our own PD.
MAYORS REPORT
PROCLAMATIONS, PRESENTATIONS & RECOGNITION:
None.
APPOINTMENTS:
Volunteer Firefighter Eugene Haas was introduced to council by Captain, Jason Mayfield.  He also reported on activities the department will be involved in during Founder’s Day.  They will be in the parade, have a boat in the water for safety purposes during the triathlon, have a 1st aid station open and a recruitment table set up.
Mayor Higgins announced that Code Enforcement Officer, Don Mayfield had rescinded his resignation from the city and has resumed his duties starting Monday, June 15, 2009.
MEETINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION:

Mayor Higgins announced that he and Administrator Ross met with Pinelodge representatives concerning the closure of a part of the facility located in Medical Lake.  The city will address the legislators on behalf of Pinelodge to support keeping at least one unit open.  Pinelodge workers are vital to the operation of our recycling center.  Without them the city would have to readdress how the center is run.
Mayor Higgins also stated that he and Administrator Ross will be attending a meeting on Monday morning in Spokane to hear discussion about the location of the new jail.  Three sites in the West Plains are being evaluated. 

STAFF REPORT:
Amendment to Washington State Military Department Emergency Management Division Agreement
Administrator Ross explained that the Washington State Military Department of Emergency Management Division is the State agency that administers FEMA funds.  FEMA and the State declared an emergency for record snowfall that was received December 12, 2008 to January 5, 2009.  FEMA reimburses at a rate of 75% for damage incurred and overtime costs.  The State has decided to pay half of the City’s 25% share of the costs. That means that between FEMA and the State, the City will get reimbursed at a rate of 87.5% for eligible costs incurred for the storm event.  This amendment reflects this additional 12.5% reimbursement by the State.  Although the City did receive an abundance of snow we were lucky that there were no major damages to building, etc. from that event.  We did have a lot of overtime clearing streets for safe travel.  After discussion, Councilmember Maike made a motion, seconded by Redell to approve the Amendment to the Washington State Military Department of Emergency Management Division Agreement.  Council polled; all ayes.
FINANCE:

Finance Director McBroom reported that the City had their Exit Conference with the State Auditor’s office on June 4th at 9:30 a.m. This was for the 2007 – 2008 audits that were recently completed.  McBroom reported that there were no findings, no recommendation letters and only one suggestion pertaining to the Water fund billing other departments for water use.  This was a very good audit and staff is pleased with the results.
PLANNING REPORT:
None.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT:
Next meeting will be May 30th. Council was updated on the following:

· Regular COED Softball registration is open for one more week
· VB court in the park being prepared for COED beach volleyball during summer

· Recreation Coordinator King is working with Airway Heights, Cheney and Fairchild AFB to form a MAC league for youth sports instead of the CAReS league
PUBLIC WORKS:

Public Hearing: Street Vacation Petition; Portion of Stanley Street and Percival Street Right of Way
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing at 6:53 PM.  Jim Johnson, 22022 W. Baker Road, Cheney and Carl Grub, 808 S. Lefevre St., Medical Lake addressed council.  Mr. Johnson, Board Member for Jensen Memorial Youth Ranch and Chairman of the construction committee to turn the old Masonic Lodge into a community center, explained the reasons for the requested vacation. There are three primary reasons for their request: 
1. More property square footage for the proposed additions which will bring the building up to code and allow them to meet landscape requirements

2. Safety issues

3. To provide adequate parking with an angle design

Their request is to vacate 7.5’ of the Stanley Street ROW and 17’ of the Percival Street ROW.    It is their expectation that with this request the city would retain easement rights for utilities. Administrator Ross informed council of some potential problems that granting this request might cause.  There are Avista power lines located at the back edge of the sidewalk on Stanley Street as well as a fire hydrant located two feet from the back edge of this sidewalk.  He also explained the location of a water line in the parking strip on Percival as well as area needed to develop that street in the future (10’ sidewalk).  It has not in the past been city policy to vacate property where utilities are located.  There was discussion.  A compromise was discussed, allowing the vacation on Stanley Street to meet the backside of the sidewalk and vacation of 15 feet with assurance of a 5 foot sidewalk on Percival.  Mayor asked if there was any public testimony.  Bob Kibling, 620 Golden Court addressed council supporting this project.  It was noted that the Washington State Retired Public Employees meet at the lodge and will continue to do so after the remodel.  He also has asked the new owners if they would consider putting in a room dedicated to exercise for senior citizens.  He would like to see the project progress. Ralph Stearns, 723 E. Lake Street, also stated his endorsement of this project.  Community needs a youth center.  After more discussion, Councilmember Jorgenson made a motion to approve the vacation request in concept while protecting other contractual agreements. This would be vacating property up to the back side of the existing sidewalk on Stanley Street and 15’ on Percival with the assurance of a 5’ sidewalk and retaining easement rights for utilities.  Legal council will prepare an ordinance for council approval.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Redell.  Council polled; all ayes.  It was noted that the property owners will bring a survey down to the City Administrator for review.  Councilmember Kulibert had questions as to the zoning of the property - clarification of state regulations pertaining to drainage on property.  Councilmembers Redell and Burton both gave their support of this much needed project and Redell asked that the council work with and support whatever the owners needed to be able to complete this project.  
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT:
Councilmember Redell reported on the Public Safety Committee meeting.  There was discussion on number of calls the Fire and Police Department have received in May and June.  It was noted that the day room for the fire department has been completed and will be much appreciated by the volunteers on call. There are two action items before council this evening.
Fireworks Permit Applications:

J & M LLC

Councilmember Redell made a motion, seconded by Maike to approve the Fireworks Permit Application for J & M LLC as recommended by Fire Chief, Bryan Musser.  Council polled; all ayes.

TNT Fireworks (2 stands)

Councilmember Redell made a motion, seconded by Maike to approve the two fireworks permit applications of TNT Fireworks.  Councilmember Jorgenson had questions pertaining to the location of one stand.  It is going to be located on property owned by Medical Lake Auto at 622 E. Hwy 902.  The question concerns whether there is a potential fire problem because of dried weeds surrounding the stand site.  Fire Captain Mayfield reported on his inspection of the site and he stated that he had been in contact with the applicant about other questions, and it is his understanding that the area will be cleared before the stand is erected.  Everything else was in order concerning these two permits and it is the recommendation of the fire department to approve the applications.  Councilmember Jorgenson made a motion to amend the original motion to include the exception that the stand would not begin sale of fireworks until it had been inspected by the fire department and met their specifications.  Councilmember Maike seconded this amendment to the original motion.  Council was then polled; all ayes.
MEMBER REPORTS:
Mayor Higgins mentioned that Councilmember Jorgenson is going in for heart surgery tomorrow and wanted to wish him well.  
Councilmember Maike reported that the State had contracted with North by Northwest to do a thriller movie involving an insane asylum.  They will be on state property doing this and the shooting should start the end of July.  It was noted that this movie has been sanctioned by the Governor.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Approval of Claims and Payroll

Claim Warrants 16702 through 16744 in the amount of $27,242.46; Payroll Warrants 8855 through 8883 in the amount of $134,817.34; Claim Warrants 16745 through 16808 in the amount of $266,022.21; Payroll Warrants 8884 through 8887 in the amount of $33,769.00 and Firing Range Agreement with 1041st & 1161st Team Trans were approved by motion from Councilmember Maike, second by King. Council all voted aye.
OLD BUSINESS:
Ordinance 998: Vacating a portion of the Jefferson Street ROW; Second Reading
Councilmember Maike made a motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 998; Vacating a portion of the Jefferson Street ROW.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Jorgenson.  Council polled; all ayes.  City Attorney McMullen read by title only.

DISCUSSION OF ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

None. 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Higgins adjourned the meeting at 7:34 p.m.
____________________________________
______________________________________

Mayor Higgins




City Clerk / Finance Director
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