City of Medical Lake

Regular Council Meeting

S. 124 Lefevre Street, 6:30 PM

July 21, 2009
Mayor Higgins called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Council present:
Shirley Maike
A. J. Burton
Brenda Redell

Art Kulibert
Jeff King
Howard Jorgenson

John Paikuli

Council Absent:
None.
Staff present: 
Doug Ross
Cindy McMullen
Pam McBroom


Abe Bingham
Jake Keith
Ian Hays

Chris Johnston
Nathan Bohanek
Alan Disotell, PD Reserve


Bryan Musser
Ellen Fender
Jennifer Willoughby

Others present:
Spokane County Sheriff, Ozzie Knezovich, Boy Scout Troop #319, Spokesman Review Reporter Lisa Leinberger, and 30 visitors.
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:
None.
MINUTES:

June 16, 2009 Regular Council Meeting 
Motion by Councilmember Redell, second by Maike to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2009 Regular Council Meeting.  Council polled; all ayes.

INTERESTED CITIZENS:  AUDIENCE REQUESTS AND COMMENTS:
Denny McDaniel, 1215 Fairchild Rd: McDaniel asked council if they would consider becoming Co-Sponsors of the Blue Waters Bluegrass Festival.  He would like to see a partnership formed for the good of the city as well as the BWBG organization.  There was some council discussion; Councilmember Jorgenson is in favor of partnering and Councilmember Maike asked for information pertaining to what a partnership would cost the city.  This matter was deferred to the Park & Recreation Committee for review.  P & R Chairperson King stated that the next scheduled committee meeting is not going to be until after this year’s BWBG Festival so nothing will happen this year.  The committee will bring a recommendation back to council on this request.
MAYORS REPORT
PROCLAMATIONS, PRESENTATIONS & RECOGNITION:
None.
APPOINTMENTS:
Mayor Higgins announced that Planning Commission Members, Joyce Calloway and Bob Albright have been reappointed to serve another six year term.  He thanked them for their involvement with the commission.
MEETINGS AND OTHER INFORMATION:

Mayor Higgins thanked the Lady’s at the Library and the Kiwanis for the Mayoral Forum they sponsored.  
Spokane County Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich – Contracting Police Department

Sheriff Knezovich approached the podium and spoke with council, staff and audience.  He stated that nothing has changed since he originally spoke with council; if a contract is reached between the City of Medical Lake and Spokane County for police services the city will have the full weight and force of the Sheriff’s Office as well as two detectives.  Mayor Higgins invited Knezovich to council to answer citizen questions.  The following items were discussed:
· 24 -7 service with 2 detectives stationed in M.L.

· Would a detective be a mid-line supervisor

· The level of service would be determined by what the city can afford to pay – the Sheriff’s department needs to know what the city expects and needs (this will all be determined within the contract)

· How will Crime Check records and evidence be handled (it will all go through the county)
· Mr. & Mrs. Staples, 415 N. Legg - stated they are advocates to keep the current PD as is – but Mr. Staples asked who would be the Chief if the city contracts.  Knezovich stated that he would assume those duties

· Staples asked what the cost is going to be – Knezovich gave the estimated amount, noting that credits would be given for vehicle use, facility space use, etc.

· There was discussion about money that will be saved by in-service training

· Ramifications of the merge were discussed as well as absorbing our current police officers

· Questions on whether we would have continuing rotation of officers or the same officers all the time and what happens if an officer placed in ML was not a good fit

· There were questions pertaining to drug use in ML.  Whether the new officers would actually address these problems and arrest offenders or if they would overlook certain offenders if they knew them 

· How community involved the new officers would be

After much discussion and audience questions were answered, Councilmember Redell addressed the audience.  She wanted them to know that none of this has been done without much research and thought.  She noted the amount of time and money that has been spent trying to recruit a new Police Chief and the liability issues the city faces with a department that does not have a chief.  She noted that this decision has not been done lightly and hopes that the citizens will realize this.
Lahnie Henderson, 611 E. Ladd – read a letter of support into the record. RE: Contracting PD services with Spokane County.

Glenn Duncan, 905 Golden Court – spoke in support of contracting PD services.  He stated that he had been involved with the nomination committee to recruit a Police Chief and sat in on the interviews.  All of which did not, in the end, produce a new police chief.  At this point working with the county is a win/win situation and he is supporting the city in their efforts to contract with the county.

Judy Abbott, 304 S. Walker – spoke in favor of contracting with Spokane County.  She related past incidents that have involved the SO and WSP and how well they responded in a crisis situation.  She also noted that the two detectives already working here had produced a drug bust. She spoke about the involvement that the county will have with SCOPE and neighborhood watch programs.  
Ms. Abbott also presented the city with a book titled “Washington – Then & Now” by Paul Dorpat and Jean Sherrard.  The City of Medical Lake is included in this book.

After discussions completed, Councilmember Jorgenson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember King to direct the City Attorney to draft a contract with Spokane County to provide police services for the city and set October 1, 2009 as the contract start date.  Council polled; all ayes. 

Mayor and Staff thanked Sheriff Knezovich for coming to council and it was noted that a draft contract will come back to council for review.
STAFF REPORT:
OPD Grant (Office of Public Defense) Application Approval
City Attorney McMullen reported that staff is requesting permission to submit a grant in the amount of $10,000 to help pay expenses related to public defense for the court.  In 2008 the city paid approximately $20,000 in public defense expenses.  This grant does not require any matching funds.
Councilmember Maike made a motion, seconded by Paikuli to approve the submittal of the OPD Grant.  Council polled; all ayes.
Addendum to Indigent Public Defense Contracts for: David R. Hearrean, Melanie Joy Caldwell and Donald J. Richter

City Attorney McMullen explained the reason for this Addendum to the Indigent Public Defense Contracts.  The OPD Grant contains additional requirements for the attorneys currently under contract with the City that provide public defender services for indigent defendants.  This addendum will meet the OPD Grant requirements and each of the attorneys has signed the addenda.  After discussion, Councilmember Jorgenson made a motion to approve the addendum to the Indigent Public Defender Contracts with David R. Hearrean, Melanie J. Caldwell and Donald J. Richter.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Maike.  Council polled; all ayes.
Code Enforcement Officer Job Description

Administrator Ross reported on this new job description.  Previously, the position had been combined with various other positions (i.e. Court Bailiff and Public Works Technician), with the code enforcement aspect being secondary.  This is a job description for Code Enforcement Officer only.  One additional skill requirement was added to this after council received it.  That addition is: Must be able to testify and present evidence in Court.  Councilmember Jorgenson made a motion, seconded by King to approve the Code Enforcement Officer Job Description.  Council polled; all ayes.  Mayor Higgins informed council that he had appointed Don Mayfield to a full time position as the Code Enforcement Officer effective August 1, 2009.  Some discussion ensued; Councilmember Kulibert asked if something could be posted on the web site pertaining to the top five code enforcement issues that are being addressed at this time.  This would be helpful to citizens so they can actually address those problems before they become a violation.
FINANCE:

2009 – 2nd Quarter Financial Report; Information Only
Councilmember Maike reported on the quarterly report as well as giving an update on what is happening with online bill pay for the city.

PLANNING REPORT:
None.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT:
Jazzercise Instructor Contract; Julie Butler

Administrator Ross explained to council that this recreation activity is new for the city.  We have never offered a Jazzercise program.  This activity will be held twice a week and focuses on cardio, strength and stretch moves.  The instructor is licensed and carries her own insurance coverage.  Councilmember Redell made a motion to approve the Jazzercise Instructor Contract with Julie Butler.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Paikuli.  Council polled; all ayes.
PUBLIC WORKS:

Set Public Hearing: Date for Six Year TIP; August 18, 2009
The city is required to annually approve and submit a plan outlining transportation improvements for the next six years.  Prior to approving and submitting this Six Year TIP, council must hold a public hearing to allow citizen input.  Councilmember Jorgenson made a motion, seconded by Redell to set the public hearing for the Six Year TIP for August 18, 2009.  Council polled; all ayes.
Ordinance 999: Vacating Portions of Stanley Street and Percival Street Right of Way; First Reading

Councilmember Jorgenson moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance 999.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Redell.  Council polled; all ayes.  City Attorney McMullen read by title only.  Second reading is scheduled for the August 18, 2009 council meeting.
Administrator Ross updated council on several streets in town that are receiving asphalt repairs. The work is being done by Shamrock Paving Co. and will cost the city approximately $104,000.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT:
Councilmember Paikuli reported on the Public Safety Committee meeting.  There were no significant issues that came up during the 4th of July celebrations/fireworks.  The fire department did respond to three small fires.
Intergovernmental Agreement for Sharing Law Enforcement Information: Redmond Police Department

Attorney McMullen gave a brief report.  The COPLINK ARREST program that we participate in with other local law enforcement agencies, joined with several other agencies in the Western United States to share law enforcement information using the Regional Automated Information Network (RAIN).  Redmond now wishes to join the network and all current participants are asked to sign on to allow them to join.  Councilmember Paikuli made a motion, seconded by Burton to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement with Redmond Police Department for sharing law enforcement information and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.  Council polled; all ayes.
Declaring Police Department Equipment Surplus and Setting Method of Disposal

Administrator Ross reported that the police department submitted a list of items that are no longer of use to our agency.  They are requesting the items be declared surplus and set the method of disposal as donation to another agency or destruction. The items are listed below:
· Python Radar unit

· 2 Antennas

· 2 Tuning Forks

· 2 HP Desk Jet Printers

· Tower

· TV and VCR

· Filing Cabinet

A list of these items with all pertinent information will be kept with council information.
Councilmember Paikuli then made a motion to declare the police department equipment list as surplus and set the method of disposal as donation to another agency or destruction.  Motion seconded by Burton.  Council polled; all ayes.

MEMBER REPORTS:
Councilmember Redell reported on the AWC Conference she attended.  She has a flash drive if any other council members are interested in viewing it.  She felt it was not as dynamic as it has been in past years.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Approval of Claims and Payroll

Claim Warrants 16809 through 16886 in the amount of $81,339.00; Payroll Warrants 8888 through 8917 in the amount of $140,898.79 (both for July 7, 2009); Claim Warrants 16887 through 16936 in the amount of $88,939.08; Payroll Warrants 8918 through 8920 in the amount of $19,900.00 and Firing Range Agreement with Washington State Department of Corrections were approved by motion from Councilmember Maike, second by Redell. Council all voted aye.
OLD BUSINESS:
None.

DISCUSSION OF ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

None.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

None. 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Joyce Calloway thanked the City for their help with Founder’s Day.  She also commented on how nice the new reader board in front of city hall is and the new city banners on Lake Street and Hwy 902.
Mayor Higgins adjourned the meeting at 7:44 p.m.
____________________________________
______________________________________

Mayor Higgins




City Clerk / Finance Director
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